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To mind-wandering kot 1 ox£61 T0V pe TNV OVATTVEN TOV YVOOTIKOV
eLEYYOV amo TNV epnPeio Tpog TNV evAKi®on).
Anuntpomoviov Iavom
Yoyordyog - [Tavtero [avemompio Kowvovikav kot [ToAtikov Emotnuov
MSc Iaudoyvyordyos - Child and Adolescent Psychologist
Leiden University, Nederland’s

ianthi.dimitropoulou@gmail.com

Iepiinyn

To @owouevo Tov mind-wandering (mepuTAdynor ToV VOV) GAIVETOL VO GUVOEETOL
OTEVA HE TNV OVATTLEN TOL YVOOTIKOU €AEYYOL, mop’ OAQ OUTA TO TTAG OVTO
petafdiietal kotd TV Odpkel ™G eenPikng mlkiog mpog TV evnlkimon
TOPAUEVEL AYVOGTO.

H mopodoa épguva eotialel otic avamtvélokés alhoyéc tov mind-wandering
KOl GUYKEKPUULEVO TTWG QLTO GLVOEETAL LLE TNV AVATTLEN TOV YVOGTIKOD EAEYYOL. XNV
épevva peretnnke to mind-wandering kotd v Sudpkeln EVOC €0KOAOL POV
(choice reaction time) kor gvog dvokorov €pyov (working memory). Xtn cuvéysia
e£eTAOTNKE 1 EMIOPOOT] TOV YVOGTIKOD EAEYYOL GTI| GLYVOTNTA EUPAVIGNG TOL Mind-
wandering. Xxomdc g épevvag Mtav vo, damiotmbel v ot £pnot odnyovvtal
oVYVOTEPQ GE GKEYELS U1 CUVOEOUEVEG LE TO TPEYOV £PYO - SLUCTACT) TPOGOYNG OO
0 TpEYov epébicpa €lte AOY® E0MTEPIKOV OKEYEWV €lTEe AOY® EEMTEPIKMOV
epedodTOV- 08 GYEOT e TOVG EVIAMKEG KOl €AV OVTN 1) GLYVOTNTA SLOPOPOTOLETOL
avdAioya pe ™ dvokoAa Tov Tpéyovtog Epyov. Télog, diepevvnOnke edv N wpipavon
Kol M Agttovpyio. TOV YVOOTIKOD €AEYXOL emMpPedlel TNV GLYKEVIPWOGOT GTO TPEXOV
épyo. T'o v cvAloyn Tev dedopévov yprnowonomdnkayv atopukd self-reports kot
emotional Go /No Go task.

Ta omotehéopota G €pevuvag £€0€Eav  OTL Ol GUUUETEXOVTIES KAVOLV
TePLocoTEPO AGON Kot gueavifovv vynAdtepa eminmeda mind-wandering kotd tnv
dlapKel TOL EHKOAOL EPYOL am’ OTL KATd TNV 01dpKeLd TOV 0VGKOAOL. AlamoT®OnKe
OTL o1 €PNPol GLYKPITIKG UE TOVS EVAMKEG 0ONYOLVTOL GLYVOTEPH GE GKEWYELG UM
ouvoedEVEG e TO TPEYOV €pyo HOVO KOTA TNV OldpKeE TOV €UKOAOL £PYou.

AvTi0étwg, 010 SVOKOAO £pY0 T AMOTEAECUATO OEV O10POPOTOLOVVTIOY OVOAOYX LIE
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v nAia. Téhog, BpéOnke OTL 01 ATOUIKEG S1OPOPEC GTO YVIOGTIKO EAEYYO GLVOEOVTOL
ue v mbovotnta ta vrokeipeva va 0dnynbovv oe cuyvotepo mind-wandering. Oco
KOADTEPOG €lval 0 YVOOTIKOG EAeYY0C TOGO AyOTEpES givorl ot TBAvOTNTES TO HVAAD
VO «TTEPUTAAVIETALY.

Soumepacpatikd, omedelydn ott n nikia dev emmpedlel TOGO TOV YVOOTIKO
ELeyyo, avtiBéTmg 1 SuskoAio Tov TPEYOVTOG £pyou Tailel onuavtikd poro. Télog, o
mind-wandering eoivetar va mpokVOmtel eEoutiog TG AmOTLYING TOV EKTEAECTIKOV
AELTOVPYIOV VO SLOTNPTCOVY TNV EGMOTEPIKT POT| OKEYEMV KOl £TGL ONUIOVPYOLVTOL

oKEWYELC U1 oLVEEOUEVES LE TO TpEYov épyo (executive failure hypothesis).

Aégerig — Kiewdrwa: mind-wandering, yvootikdc £€leyyog, pviun epyooiog,

OVOGTOAT amoKpLoNg, eenPeio

Abstract

Mind-wandering is strongly related with the development of cognitive control
however how this changes in adolescence remains unknown. This research focuses on
the developmental changes of mind wandering, and especially how this relates to the
development of cognitive control. This study addresses this issue by examining the
age-related differences in mind-wandering and cognitive control between adolescents
and young adults. It also looks at the differences in task accuracy during a Choice
Reaction Time and Working Memory task and finally the role of cognitive control in
mind-wandering. To acquire the necessary data individual self-reports and an
emotional Go/No-Go task were used. The current results showed that the participants
made more errors and engaged in greater task-unrelated thought during an easy task
than during a hard task. Also, no related age differences in how well they performed
and in the extent to which they engaged in mind-wandering has been found. Finally,
individual differences in cognitive control are linked to the propensity to mind-
wander and age seems to not influence the cognitive control; instead the task

difficulty seems to play an important role.

Keywords: mind-wandering, task-unrelated thought, cognitive control, age-related
differences, Choice Reaction Time, Working Memory, development, adolescence
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1.LEwcaymyn
1.1 H avdmroén tov mind-wandering
H eumepio pog @aivetor vo unv cuvogetor mivioTe UE TO £0M Kol TOPO, TOAAEG
QOPEC LETAPAALETOL HEGO GTO YPOVO UETOED SLOPOPETIKMY VONTIKOV KATOCTAGEWDV
eoutiog eite eocmtepikmdv eite emtepikmv gpebicpatov (Smallwood&Schooler,
2008). H cvvednt , Aowmdv, gumeipio eivoar pevuot Kot oravia mopapével otodepn o’
éva Bpa Yo peydAn xpovikn mepiodo ympig mopekkAioels. Avtn 1 dvvouiky eovon
™m¢ O umopovoe va meptypapel mG 1 VONTIKY Katdotaon mov ovopdaletar «mind-
wandering» 1 aAMdg «epimhdvnon tov vovy (Smallwood&Schooler, 2015). [ToAAoi
EPELVNTEG TPOCTAONGOV VO EPUNVELGOLY TS WUYXOAOYIKES KOl VELPOPLOAOYIKES
dadikacieg mov démovv v Aettovpyio tov mind-wandering (Christoff, Gordon,
Smallwood, Smith, &Schooler, 2009). Xvykekpuéva, Oo opiCape To mind-wandering
®G L0, VONTIKY] KOTAGTOGT OTOV TO TEPLEXOUEVO TNG OKEYNS OTOUAKPVUVETOL OO TO
TPEYOV  €pY0 Kol OOMNYEITOL O EOMTEPIKEG UN ovvdedueveg okéyelg  (task-
unrelatedthoughts). Avti 1 oAlayn mpokvmtel gite amd eEMTEPIKA €ite E0MTEPIKA
gpebiopata, okéyelg 1 cvvarsOuato (Smallwood&Schooler, 2015). Ot okéyelg mov
TPOKVTTOVV KOTA TNV S1dpKeELDl QLTS TNEG VONTIKNG KOTAGTAGTG TEPLYPAPOVTIOL (OC
AVTOSNLOVPYNTES Kot U1 GVVOEOUEVEG UE TO TpEYoV Epyo (Smallwoodetal., 2004).
Yoppova pe tovg Schooler et al., (2011) n Aertovpyior Tov mind- wandering
yapaktnpiletor amd ovo Pacwkég Asitovpyiec: perceptualdecoupling xar meta-
awareness. Katd v oddpkewe tov perceptualdecoupling m mpoocoyn pog
uetatomiletal amd 10 TPEYOV EPY0 GE OKEWYELS un ovvdedueves ue avtod (Baron, Riby,
Greer, &Smallwood, 2011). Ztn cvvéyeio o Opog Meta-awareness avoeépetor oTnv
KovOTNTAL Vo, OVTIACUPOVOLOGTE GUVEWONTA OTL 1 OKEYN HOG TOPEKKAIVEL OO TO
TpéYov £pyo kar Oti Pplokopacte o mind-wandering. Zoupwvo pe v Piioypapio.
amedeiydn o1t 000 pKpOTEPO elvan to Meta-awareness 16co peyoAvtepo elval to
mind-wandering, koB6tt Ta vmokeipevo givar TANPOG ATOPPOPNUEVO., OTTO TG
eocmtepikég okéyels toug (Smallwood & Schooler, 2015).
2 ovvéyela €pevuveg mov ypnotpomoinocav v AgTovpyikn Amewovion
Mayvntikod Zvvtoviopod tov Eykepdlov (FMRI) vrodeikvbovv 6tL 600 avtifeta
Aertovpykd petah Toug VEVPOVIKA £YKEPAAIKA dikTva PpiokovTal g Agttovpyia: TO

«default network» kot to «executive systemy» (Zimmer, 2009). To default network
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TPOKELTOL YL 0L TEPLOYN TOV EYKEPAAOL OV €vePYOTOlEiTOL OTAV EGTIALOVUE OE
E0MTEPIKEG OVTOONULOVPYNTEG CKEYELS KOL 1] TPOGOYN OTOGVVOEETUL OO TO TPEXOV
TEPIPAALOV KOl GUVOEETAL UE GKEWYELS TTOL QLPOPOVV TO 1010 TO LTOKEINEVO, TO HEALOV,
10 mopeldov M kot aildovg (Christoff et al., 2009). Ax’ v GAAn mhevpd 10
executivesystem a@opd Tig EKTELECTIKEC AELTOVPYIEC O1 0TOiEG eivar VITEVBVVES 6TO VL
SlITPovY TNV TPOCOYY, TN OLYKEVIPMOON OTO TPEYOV €PY0, TOV EAEYYO TG
nopopunTikdéTTag K. (Zimmer, 2009). Towg avt n mapdAinin evepyomoinon va
VTOONAMVEL M0, HOVOSIKT) VONTIKY KOTACTOON KOTd TV Omoio. Ol EKTEAECTIKEG
Aertovpyleg TOV €YKEPAAOL €lTe AELTOVPYOVV UE GKOTO TNV STNPNON NG OKEYNMG
po¢ To. OEpoTa TOv €ivol OMUAVTIKG Yol TO VTOKEIUEVO €lTe amoTLYYXdvOLV Vo

datnpNoovy TV TPoGoyN TPog to TpéEYov Epyo.(Schooleretal., 2011)

1.2 H ovarroén tov yvwotikod eAéyyov

H woavomta cvveldntd va katevfhvovpe v Tpocoyn Kot TV oKEYN TPOg To
tpéxovta épya Paciletor o€ dAPOPES KOVOTNTEG TOL SETOVV TO GUGTNUO TOV
EKTEAEOTIK®OV  Agttovpyldv. Ot Pacikéc Aettovpyieg TOL  YVOOTIKOD  EAEYYOL
neptopufdvoov T pvqun  gpyaciag, v egveM&la  okéyng, TNV - OVOGTOAN
andkpionc/omavinong (Miyake, Friedman, Emerson, Witzki, Howerter, &Wager,
2000). v mapohoo £peuva SIEPELVVICOUE TNV VAU EPYOCIOG KOl TNV OVOCTOAN
amOKpIoNG, TNV KAVOTNTA dNANON VO ETAEYOLUE TNV KOTAAANAN amdvinomn Pdon
TAOLGTIOV KOt TOVTOYPOVE VO KOTAGTEAAOVILE M0l TTLO EAKVGTIKY OAAG [N KOTOAANAN
andvimon (éleyyoc mapopuntikdotntag) (Luna, Padmanabhan, O’Hearn, 2010).
daivetor, Aomdv 0Tl N OvOGTOAN amdkpiong mailel kupiapyo poOAO GTOV EAEYYO TNG
CLUTEPIPOPAES TopEYOvTaG TNV eveMéio mov oamorteitor yw tnv puduon g
CLUUTEPLPOPAS TPOG GCULYKEKPIUEVOLS OTOXOVG. Me Pdon oavtd 10 dedopévo M
KovOTNTA VoL O10TNPEITOL EGTIAGUEVT 1] TPOGOYT KATA TNV SLdpKeLd VO £pyou elvar
W0UTEPMS CNUAVTIKT Ol LOVO Yol TNV OPILOVOT TOL YVOGTIKOD EAEYYOL OAAL Ko

yo. v pOOuon tov mind-wandering (Lunaetal., 2010).

1.3 H oyéon rov mind-wandering ue tov yvawotiko éleyyo
Me Bdon ta gupruota TOAADV EPELVAOV POIVETOL VO, UMV VILAPYEL OLOPMVio OGOV
apopd v oyéon tov mind-wandering kai Tov yvootTikd EAeyyo. AvO KOpLEC
vevpoyvyoroyikég Bempieg 6mov emegnyovv to Asrtovpyio Tov mind-wandering og

oYE0M UE TOV YVOOTIKO EAeyyo eivarl ot akdlovbec: 1 executivefunctionhypothesis kot
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n executive failure hypothesis (Smallwood & Schooler, 2006). TIpokettat yio. dVo
avtifeteg Asrtovpykd Bewpicg. Zoupwvo pe tnv executivefunctionhypothesis, ot
EKTEAEOTIKEG AELTOVPYIEC YPNOLUOTOOVLVTOL YO THV OlTHPNCT TOV ECHOTEPIKMOV
okéyewv (Self-generated thoughts) kot oyt ywo to tpéyov épyo (task relevant info).
Kabd¢ Booileron oto decouplinghypothesis 6mov 1 mpoocoyn petagépetol amd To
TpEYoV TEPIPAAAOV/EPYO OE ECMTEPIKEG OVOTAPUCTACELS, U] GLVOEOUEVEG OKEWYELG.
Avtibeta n executive failure hypothesis vrootpilel 611 o mind-wandering eaivetal
Vo TPOKVTTEL EEQUTIOG TNG AMOTVYIOG TOV EKTEAECTIKMV AEITOVPYIDV VA SL0TPHCOVV
MV POl TOV OKEYE®MV YOPIG TEPIOTACUOVS Kol £TGL ONLOVPYOVVTOL CKEYELS UM

ovvdedueveg e to Tpéyov pyo (Smallwood & Schooler, 2006).

2.I1apovea 'Epgvva

H mapovca épevva eotidlel otig avamtuélakés aAlayég Tov mind-wandering kot
OLYKEKPIUEVO TOG OVTO GUVOEETOL LE TNV OVATTVEN TOV YVOGTIKOD EAEYYOL. ZTNV
épevvo. peletinke to mind-wandering kotd tv didpkelo vOg €OKOAOV £pyov
(choicereactiontime) kot gvog dvokolov €pyov (working memory). Xt cuvéyeia
e€eTAOTNKE N EMOPACT TOV YVOGTIKOD EAEYYXOVL GTN cLYVOTNHTA EUPAVIoNG Tov mind-
wandering. Xxomdc g épevvag Mtav vo, damiotmbel v ot £pnfot odnyovvtal
OLYVOTEPO GE CGKEYELS 1] GLUVOEOUEVES LE TO TPEYOV €PYO - O1AGTOCT TPOGOYNG Amd
10 TpéYov epébicpa eite AOy® €0OTEPIKOV OKEYeWV &ite AOy® eEOTEPIKOV
epebiopdTomv- 6€ oYEomn e TOLG EVIAMKES KOl €AV QLT 1] CLYVOTNTO SLOPOPOTOIEITL
avéroya pe T dvokoMa Tov TpEyovtog £pyov. TEAOC, diepevvnOnke dv 1 opipoavon
Kol 1 Agltovpyio TOV YVOOTIKOL €AEYYOoL €mMpedlel TV GLYKEVIPWOGT GTO TPEXOV

épyo.

3.Mg0odolroyia,

2NV Tpovca. EPELVA LE GKOTO TNV GUAAOYN TWV OEOOUEVMV YPNGUYLOTON|GOLUE TO
akorlovBa epguvntikd epyodeio. T va eléyEovpe to mind-wandering kot tn oyéon
pe to AaBn enidoong avdioya tn duoKoAio TOv TPEXOVTOG £PYOV, YPNCULOTOU|CAUUE
300 SlapopeTIKG £pyn. XTO SVOKOAO HETPHOOUE TNV UVNAUN epyociag (working
memory) kat oto €0kolo to choicereactiontime. Xt cvvéyewa personalself-reports
YPNOOTOmONKOY TPOKEWEVOL va eheyxtodv To. emimedo tov Mind-wandering,

dNAadn €dv ol cvoppetéyovieg Ppiokovtav ontask 1 offtask kotd v didpkeia tov
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kabe épyov. Téhoc emotional Go/No Go task ypnoipomomOnkay yio. tov EAeyyo tov

YVOOTIKOD EAEYXOV KOl GUYKEKPIUEVOL TNV AVOCGTOAN odkpiong (responseinhibition).

4. Amoteléopata

Apycd eEetdotnke n oxéon peta&o g emidoong (performanceaccuracy), dniaon
™V axpifelo TV anaviioemv Katd ) didpkela Tov gukorov épyov (CRT) kot katd
™V oldpkeln Tov dvokorov Epyov (WM) kot g nikiag. Ta amotedéopata £de1&av
otatiotikn onuoavtikdtnta (P<0.05) omv enidpaocn £pyov oty anddoor. Kaivtepn
emidoomn eaiveral vo epeavifovv ot GUUUETEYOVTEG GTO OVGKOAO £PYO GE GYECT LE TO
gvxoro €pyo (ypdonua 1). AvtiBeta, dev eaivetal va vrdpyel enidopacn g nAkiog.
O eviflikeg meptypa@ikd @oivetor va givor KoADTEPOL Kot ota dVo €pya OAAG  Ogv
VIAPYOVY  NAKLOKEG OLOLPOPOTOMGELS  OTNV €MOOCN KATd TNV OldpKeld TV 600

Epyov.

Ipaonua 1
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0,9479
0,95 -

0,94 - 0,9331
0,93 ~
0,92 - 0,915

Mean 0,91 - 0500 B CRT_Accuracy
B WM_Accuracy

0,89 ~

0,88 -

0,87 . .
Adolescents Adults

¥t ovvégelon e€etdotnke 1 oxéon peta&d g nAkiog kot tov mind-wandering
(on/off task) xatd v didpketa tov gdkorov (RCT) kot dvckorov épyov (WM). ‘Eyve
otatotikog £deyxog 1% ywoo v Emidpaocn £pyov. Awamotd@bnkav vyniotepo
nocootd mind-wandering (off_task) xatd v didpkeia tov gbkorov Epyov (RCT) oe

oyxéon pe to dvokoro épyo (WM) (yphonua 2).

I'paenua 2
60.000 -~ 55.433
off
T s0000 - 46.472
814
W RCT_onoff
Mean 30.000 -
B WM_onoff
20.000 -
10.000 -
0 T 1
on Adolescents Adults
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Meténeita €ytve otoTiotikog EAeyyog 2% yio v Emidpacn niwiag: Ot €pnpor
eoaivetal vo. 0dnyovvtal e app®g o vyniotepa enimedamind-wandering am 6t ot
EVIAIKECKATA TNV OudpKel TOv €0kohov €pyov. Evd o100 dOoKOAO €pyo Oev

VILAPYOVVILAPOPOTONGELS (Yphpnpa 3).

Ipaonpo 3

60.000
off

I 50.000

40.000

Mean 30.000 Adolescents
dults

20.000

l 10.000

0 T T
on task CRT_onoff WM_onoff

Téhog, depevvnnke n oxéon NAKiog Kot yvooTikoy eAEYXOV OAAG Kol 1 Gyéon
ueta&y mind-wandering kot yvootikov eléyyov. To oamoteléopata £dei&av OTL O
YVOOTIKOG €Aeyyog Ogv  Olapopomoteitonr HeETaEh Ttwv 2 MAKWOKOV Oudd®mv
(épnPor/eviikeg) kot OTL ATOUIKES SLOPOPES GTO YVOGTIKO EAEYXO GLVOLOVTOL LE TNV
mBavotnTo To vrokeipevo va odnynbovv oe cvyvotepo mind-wandering. Oco
KOADTEPOG EIVOL O YVMOTIKOG EAEYYOC TOOO AyOTepeS givar ot mBavotnteg yro. mind-

wandering. To mopoakaTm d1dypappa S106ToPac cuVoWilel Ta omToTEAEGHATAL.

Aldypappa 0100mopdG
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5. Xopnepacpata

1.Kotd v dbpkela tov dvoKorov €pyov eppavifovior KaADTEPEG EMOOGELS KO
wkpotepa mocootd mind-wandering, evéd katd v StdpKel TOL €OKOAOVL £PYOV
vynAdtepo mind-wandering mov odnyei e AdOn emidoonc. Avtd VITOJEIKVOEL OTL T,
d0oKoAD £pya omaitovv peydho Pabud mTPocoyns, EMOUEVEOS Ol EKTEAECTIKECG
Aertovpyieg Aertovpyovv e 6Komo TV dtathpnon Tewv ontask oxéyewmv kat t peimon

tov mind-wandering.

2.060 kaAOTePOG glvar 0 YVOOTIKOG EAeYY0S (EAEYXOG AVAGTOANG OAVTNOTG) TOGO

Mydtepeg eivar ot mbavotreg yro mind-wandering.

3.AmedeiyOn 611 N nAwia dgv emmpedlel 1060 TOV YVOOTIKO €AeyY0, avTiBETMG N

SVOKOATLL TOL TPEYOVTOG EPYOL Qaivetal va Tailel onuaviikd poro.

4. To mind-wandering oaivetow va zmpokvmtel efauticg TG OmMOTLVYIOG TOV
EKTEAECTIKMV AEITOLPYIOV VO SOTNPICOVV TNV ECMTEPIKT PON OKEYEWMV KOl £TGL
dnpovpyovvToL OKEYELG un GLVOEOLEVEC pe 10 TPEYOV épyo

(executivefailurehypothesis).
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5. Merhovtiki ‘Epegvva
Onwg Olec o1 épevveg €Tol Kot 1) TPokeEEVN ¥pNLeEL mepeTaipm OlepevLNONG Kol
avalnmone. Opiopéva evotagpépovta BEpata Yo Epevva eivar Ta akdiovda: d1apopEg
Kot opotdtreg  peta&y tov Mind-wandering mov mPOKVTTOVY OO ECMOTEPIKE KoL
eEotepkd epebdiopata, koAdTeEpOg EAeYY0G TOV Meta-awareness Kot tao mlavd oQEAn
tov mind-wandering.
2TV TopOLGO EPELVA EGTIACAUE KLPIOG GTNV OPVNTIKY TAEVPE Tov Mind-
wandering kot ota AdOn enidoong mov mpokaleil. [Tapdra owtd evéd TpoKeELTOL Yo Lo,
KaONUEPIVY] KOl GLUYVI VONTIKY KOTAGTOON €ivol ol apKeTd TOAVTAOKN dtodikacio
KOTO TNV OTOoiol OVTIHOYOUEVE VELPMVIKA OIKTLO, (QOIVETOL VO E€VEPYOTOLOVVTOL.
Emopévac 1dwaitepo evdlapépov mapovotdlel  Oetikn mievpd tov mind-wandering
ka06TL T0 VIToKEiNEVO TEPQ OO TO KOGTOG EMIOOONC 1GME VO ETMPEAEITAL 0T’ OVTN
TNV VONTIKN KOTdoTaon HECH TG emiAvong onuavtikedv {ntnudtov yia 1o 1010 aArd
Kol HECM TNG «TAPEKKAIVOLGOC) OKEYNG TOL TO 0dNYel 6€ O10POPETIKOVG TPOTOVG

OKEYNG, YEVESNC VEOV 10EDV, TN GOVTOGTO KOl TN KOLVOTOWUIA.
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